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Abstract

This paper examines the political landscape of Jammu and Kashmir since 2002, with a focus on the multi-party system
and coalition era. It explores the dynamics of political alliances, the role of regional and national parties, and the impact of
coalition governments on the state’s political stability and development.
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Introduction

Jammu and Kashmir, a sensitive border state in India, has experi-
enced significant political transformations since 2002. The state’s
political landscape has shifted from a dominant single-party rule to
a multi-party system, characterized by coalition governments. This
change has brought new challenges and opportunities, shaping the
state’s political trajectory. This paper delves into the intricacies of
Jammu and Kashmir’s multi-party system and coalition era, analyz-
ing its implications for the state’s political stability, development,
and future prospects.

Material and Methods

+ Literature review of existing research on Jammu and Kashmir
politics since 2002;

+ Analysis of election data and results from 2002 to present;

- Examination of government policies and decisions made during
coalition eras;

+ Interviews with political leaders, party workers, and citizens to
gather primary data;

+ Content analysis of news articles and political speeches to un-
derstand public discourse

Result

+ The multi-party system has led to increased political represen-
tation and participation, with regional parties gaining more in-
fluence;

+ Coalition governments have been marked by political instability,
internal conflicts, and power struggles;

+ Decision-making has been slow and inefficient due to conflicting
interests;

+ National parties have sometimes exploited regional parties for
political gains;

+ Despite challenges, the multi-party system has promoted politi-
cal competition and accountability

Conclusion

In conclusion, the multi-party system and coalition era in Jammu
and Kashmir since 2002 has been a complex and dynamic phe-
nomenon. While it has brought some positive changes, such as
increased political representation and participation, it also faces sig-
nificant challenges, including political instability and inefficiency.
To move forward, it is essential to address these challenges and
promote more inclusive and accountable decision-making. This
requires strong leadership, political will, and a commitment to demo-
cratic values. The findings of this study contribute to our under-
standing of the multi-party system and coalition politics in Jammu
and Kashmir, and have implications for political reform and devel-
opment in the region.

Positives

+ Increased political representation and participation;

+ Coalition governments have led to more inclusive and diverse
decision-making;

+ Multi-party system has promoted political competition and ac-
countability;
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Figure 1. PDP-Congress coalition government 2002: The Common Minimum Pro-
gramme — The Dispatch

+ Regional parties have gained more autonomy and influence.

Negatives

+ Political instability and frequent changes in government;

+ Coalition governments have often been marred by internal con-
flicts and power struggles;

+ Decision-making has been slow and inefficient due to conflicting
interests;

+ National parties have sometimes exploited regional parties for
political gains.

Background and Context

Jammu and Kashmir, a sensitive border state in India, has experi-
enced significant political transformations since 2002. The state’s
political landscape has shifted from a dominant single-party rule to
a multi-party system, characterized by coalition governments. This
change has brought new challenges and opportunities, shaping the
state’s political trajectory.

Historical Context

+ Jammu and Kashmir has been a contested territory since India’s
partition in 1947;

+ The state has experienced periods of political stability and in-
stability, with the National Conference party dominating the
political scene for decades;

+ The 1990s saw a rise in militancy and separatist movements,
leading to a period of political turmoil.

Political Landscape since 2002

+ The 2002 assembly elections marked a significant shift, with the
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and the Congress party forming
a coalition government;

+ The 2008 elections saw the National Conference party return to
power, forming a coalition government with the Congress party;

+ The 2014 elections resulted in a hung assembly, with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the PDP forming a coalition
government in 2015.

Key Players

+ National Conference (NC): A regional party with a strong pres-
ence in the Kashmir Valley;

+ People’s Democratic Party (PDP): A regional party with a signifi-
cant presence in the Kashmir Valley and Jammu region;

+ Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP): A national party with a growing
presence in Jammu and Kashmir;

+ Congress party: A national party with a significant presence in
the state.

Analysis of Coalition Government

Coalition governments in Jammu and Kashmir since 2002 have
been marked by diverse political parties coming together to form a
government. This analysis examines the dynamics, challenges, and
outcomes of these coalition governments.

Coalition Governments in Jammu and Kashmir

1. PDP-Congress Coalition (2002-2008)

+ Formation: PDP and Congress formed a coalition government
after the 2002 assembly elections;

+ Dynamics: The coalition was marked by a dominant PDP and a
supportive Congress;

+ Challenges: Internal conflicts, corruption allegations, and differ-
ences over governance;

+ Outcomes: Implemented policies like the Mufti Sayeed’s 'Heal-
ing Touch’ policy, aimed at addressing the state’s political and
economic issues.

2. NC-Congress Coalition (2008-2014)

+ Formation: NC and Congress formed a coalition government
after the 2008 assembly elections;

+ Dynamics: The coalition was marked by a dominant NC and a
supportive Congress;

+ Challenges: Internal conflicts, corruption allegations, and differ-
ences over governance;

+ Outcomes: Implemented policies like the Omar Abdullah’s
'Agenda for Governance’, aimed at addressing the state’s political
and economic issues.

3. PDP-BJP Coalition (2015-2018)

+ Formation: PDP and BJP formed a coalition government after
the 2014 assembly elections;

+ Dynamics: The coalition was marked by a dominant PDP and a
supportive BJP;

+ Challenges: Internal conflicts, ideological differences, and gov-
ernance issues;

+ Outcomes: Implemented policies like the 'Agenda of Alliance’,
aimed at addressing the state’s political and economic issues.

Challenges Faced by Coalition Governments

i. Internal Conflicts: Differences between coalition partners over
governance, policy, and power sharing.
ii. Ideological Differences: Variations in political ideologies and
agendas between coalition partners.
iii. Corruption Allegations: Accusations of corruption and nepo-
tism against coalition leaders and ministers.
iv. Governance Issues: Challenges in implementing policies and
programs due to conflicting interests.

Outcomes and Impacts

i. Political Instability: Frequent changes in government and
political uncertainty.
ii. Policy Paralysis: Delays and inefficiencies in implementing
policies and programs.
iii. Developmental Challenges: Impact on development and gov-
ernance due to political instability and internal conflicts.
iv. Social and Economic Impacts: Effects on the state’s economy,
employment, and social welfare due to political instability and
governance issues.
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